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Protecting the
Natural Ecosystem

Awell-managed right-of-way
corridor can actually recreate
ecosystems necessary for

the survival of many rare or
endangered plants, animals,

and insects. Wetland meadows,
shrub-scrub forest and old field
habitat once occupled large areas
of the Mid-Atlantic States due
to naturaily occurring and native
American induced fire, Judicious
herbicide use can duplicate this effect and restore valuable
refuges. Pepco Holdings manages for many rare plants and
animals, some of which only occur on our right-of-way corridors.

What is Tree Line USA?

Tree Line USA® is a program of
the Arbor Day Foundation and
the National Association of State
Foresters that recognizes utilities

that demonstrate best practices in TREE USA.

utility arboriculture and vegetation management. Atlantic City
Electric is proud to have received this distinction.

Utilities with this designation have to annually prove their
commitment to vegetation management best practices, ermployee
training, tree planting, public education, and a tree-based energy
conservation program.

In addition, ACE and
Pepco Holdings work
with local conservation,
land management,

and environmental
groups to advance
common goals of
service reliability

and environmental
stewardship.

QUESTIONS?

For answers to your questions about utility vegetation management,
call 1-800-833-7476 or visit atlanticcityelectric.com.
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Utility Vegetation Management
Crews Are Coming to Your
Neighborhood

WHY? Trees and high voltage power lines are a hazardous

combination. Trees that come into contact with transmission lines
€an cause serious system outages and pose a significant threat to
residents and the public.

Even when there is no direct contact, eléctricity can arc from
transmission lines to nearby tree branches posing personal safety
and fire issues.

Atlantic City Electric (ACE) is committed to providing our customers
with safe and refiable electricity. Keeping vegetation - trees, branches,
and vines — away from wires helps to kep your lights on and your
family safe. An effective “Integrated Vegetation Management”
program is critical to Atlantic City Electric’s successful delivery of your
electric service.

VWHAT? 1ypets) of work Required:
Routine scheduled pruning
}@Brush — mowing or hand cutting
[} Herbicide application
)Zﬂclearmg/Prunmg for Wire improvements or upgrades
[ This visit was in response to your inspection request

5 An URGENT condition exists! Please call the person below as
500N as possiblet

Additional Notes:

°\3 an ?—5 of  (oncednN 3.
WHENT Routine Utility Veggtatiofl Management is scheduled to
begin in your neighborhood starting:

DATE:

ATTENTION, CUSTOMERS! \
This brochure serves as notice of pending utility vegetation
managsment services on your proparty and in your area. 1

you have questions ahout the scheduled work, please call the
person noted above within seven days| Unless we hear from
you, we will proceed with our planned tree work so we can
complete our utility vegetation management services in an
efficient, cost-effective manner.
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Protecting the Regional Power Grid

To ensure refiability and protect communities from outages like
the Northeast Blackout of 2003, the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) and the North American Electric Reliability
Corporation (NERC) have promulgated stringent standards
governing how utility companies operate thelr transmission grids.
These standards cover a broad range of topics including vegetation
management. The federal mandate is firm: Utility companies must
eliminate the occurrence of power outages caused by vegetation
interference in power fines. Failure to meet this zero-outage mandate
on regulated lines can result in fines of up to $1 miflion per day.

ACE's Vegetation Management Approach

In order to meet the new stringent reliability objective, ACE has
implemented an Integrated Vegetation Management approach
in accordance with the following:

Within the ‘Wire Zone’: Trees growing within the wire zone
(the area under and 10 feet outside the wires) shall be targeted
for removal with priority emphasis given to incompatible tall
growing species. Examples of incompatible trees include maple,
pine, oaks, sweetgum, alfanthus, etc.

Outside the Wire Zone, but Within Right-of-Way

(‘Border Zone'): Moderate growth trees {compatible trees) may
be allowed to grow in the Border zone to a height no talfler than
15" tncompatible tall-growing trees will be targeted for removal.
Examples of compatible trees include mountain laurel, bayberry,
dogwood, viburmnum, etc.

Adjacent to ACE Rights-of-Way: Trees growing outside and
adjacent to ACE Rights-of-Way, and posing a safety or reliability
threat, will be pruned to the edge of our Rights-of-Way. ‘Hazard
Trees found adjacent to ACE rights-of-way; that is, unsound trees
that endanger ACE energized facilities, will be removed, pruned,
or otherwise mitigated.

5 o

B

Yy S

On some rights-of-way, the ‘wire zone-border zone' strategy of Integrated Vegetation
Management cannot be used due 1o rrultiple energized faciities, in ihese Insiances,

the wire zone extends across the entire right-of-way.

Work Planning

International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) Certified Arborists and
foresters perform a pole span by pole span evaluation of treas
and vegetation in order to create a work plan for vegetation
management crews. They evaluate the right-of-way to look for
trees and vines that will eventually develop a conflict with the
electric faclfities. They also look for dead, dying, hazardous trees
and tree conditions prone to causing power outages. Finally, they
note wetlands, environmentally sensitive areas, and other features
as well. The best control methad is then| chosen for utilization on
the right-of-way.

ACE also periadically patrol our transmission corridors from a
helicopter for vegetation problems,

Who Oversees the Work?

Atlantic City Electric employs a staff of trained Foresters and
Certified Arborists who monitor the work of our contractors.
Our contractor supervisors are ISA Certified Arborists, and
crews are trained in utllity arboriculture,

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commissian (FERC) and the NJ Board
of Public Utifities (NJBPU) sets regulations to ensure that Atlantic
City Electric properly maintains vegetation on our rights of way.

What work may be done?

Depending on the site evaluation and Weork Plan, our tree
contractors may be performing:

B Tree Pruning along the right of way orl under wires;

® Tree & Brush Removal
# Mowing with brush mowing tractors, or
& Herbicide Application utilizing EPA-approved materials

What Standards Do Atlantic City Electric
and their Contractors Adhere to?

Atlantic City Electric contractors are required to adhere to

vegetation management standards established by Arqerican
National Standards Institute (ANSH A-BOO‘[ Our prescriptions
are based on Best Management Practicesi(BMP's) established
by the I5A and appropriate agencies. Federal and State laws
requiring minimum clearances from electrical conductors, may
also impact how trees are pruned or if they should be removed.
Utility vegetation management Arborists are required 10 abide by
Safety Standards set in ANSI 2133 and are regulated by OSHA.





